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Monascicism has been a parc of Chriscion culcure since cthe closing
yeors of cthe chird cencury. Boch chose who wished to escope From
persecucion in the carly yeors of cthe church, and chose who became
discontenct wich che spiricual flabbiness of cthe church ofcter che
Roman €mperor Conscancine wos conoverced to Chriscianicy, sought o
deeper and more radicol lipescyle of following Jesus.

From chese corly beginnings, monascic foundacions spread inco
Curope, where successioe monascic fpoundacions of cthe Celcs, che
Bencdiccines, the Cluniocs and cthe Cisctercions encerced incto ‘closed
communicics’ OfF scparacion and socri[:iciol sSeroice, ouT Of reoerence
to cthe Lord Jesus. QOmoazing creacioicy ond worship come ouc of
these closed monascic communicics. Locer, monascic ‘open
communicies’ such as the Franciscans, became che major monascic
mooemencs, choraccerised by odherencs living ouc lives of rodicol
seroice to the poor and needy, a direct reaccion aqainst cthe opulence
of cthe escablished churches of cthe cime.

Monascic foundacions experienced o rough cime chrough che
reformacion, ond, alchough many of the socio-economic faccors cthac
aoccribuced co cheir success in previous cencuries ceased to be, many
individuols ond groups have soughct o re-interprecacion of che
monascic lipe'. There concinues to be a rich capescry of boch open
ond closed foundacions, ond Boiler Rooms, following o model of
radical, open enqogement wich che culcure oround chem, have been
added to chis capescry since 2001.

Ouring cthe formacion of cthe idca of Boiler Rooms, God was bringing
ancient monascicism to cthe forefronct of our chinking. [Pece Grieg,
leader of cthe 24-7praoyer moovemenct, of which Boiler Rooms ore o
porc, casc o oision of Generacion-X monasceries, curning up cthe heac
of cthe praoyers cthat were being offered up worldwide as o porc of
24-7 praoyer rooms? The cteam of che first Boiler Room in Reading,
Berkshire, €ngland, receioed reoclacion cthot cthe Lord desired che
building to be wichin the grounds of cthe old Qbbey ruins in the town
cencre, originally seceded by o group of Cluniac monks. Qll chis colk
of monascicism and our locacion prompced Andy Freeman, the “Qbboc”
of Reading Boiler Room, to come up wich six volues cthoct he perceioed
to be ot che hearc of monascicism - Concinuous Prayer, Creacivicy,
duscice, Rilgrimage, Mission and Communicy. The beginnings of che
Boiler Room Rule were born.

In the scarch for o dceeper leoel of radical Chriscian lifescyle in o
culcure choc is for from che disciplines of our foich, cthis documenc
Ooffers o paccern of living based upon cthe six core values. Preovious
monascic moovemencts haoe ofcten colled chis paccern a ‘Rule’, the mosc
Fomous of cthese being cthe rules of St Benedict and Sc Ququscine.



Che term rule seems rescriccioe, or perhaps coen concraory co o life
lioed in obedience to cthe Holy Spiric, to o MiNd conscrained by cthe
individualism choc is so inherenc in codoy’s wescern culcure. This
need noc be so. Whilst colling the recader to embrace a Jdisciplined
lire, requiring commictmenct aond somecimes, hord work, cthe Boiler
Room Rule does notc coll for leqolistic adherence. The paccern of cthe
Rule is intended to be releasing, noc o burden, alchough ic does coll
cthe odherenct to o greacer degree Of fFocus oand spiricual macuricy.
Not choc chis will provide us ony greacer righceousness in the eyes
of our Creacor God, buc chac it will bring us into o greacer depch of
relacionship wich Christ our Sooiour, and coach ocher. In cthe some
woy cthat God lovingly proovides us wich boundaries co release life-
gioing freedom, so o rule, o commitmenct to o paccern of living,
releases racher chan rescrains, if opproached in cthe righc spiric.

Co haove chis releasing effect, o rule cannoc be approached lighcly.
Qlchough the Boiler Room Rule does noc require encry inco o lipeclong
VoW, as WOS expected of many recruics to the monasceries, it cannoc
be effecciove if it is not considered o serious commicmenct. Such o
commitmenct is radicolly councer culcural, and as in cthe beccer cimes
of monascic movemencs cthroughouc hiscory, o liFe lead in accordance

wich the Rule will be o radical witness to che liFe of desus Chrisc.

Ig, hooving read che Rule, you consider encering incto ic, do so wich
fFocus and commicmenc. Medicace on it requlorly. Lec ic quide cthe
woy cthat you live your life, and allow God co cransporm you chrough
ic.  Cnjoy ic, and medicate on che posictioe ways cthat God has
directed you chrough it when your commictmenct co Tt is ctescted,
because tesced ic will be. Qnd of course, alwoays bring ic under cthe
submission of the word and che spiric, becouse, oas Sc Scephen of
Murec righcly said,

“No rule is absoluce excepc chac of che Gospel. 5

" Qfcer reading cthe main cexc of cthe Rule, the seccion ‘The Boiler Room Rule - Q
commitment to o paccern of living’ is o useful aid in maincaining o daily Focus on cthe six
values of cthe Rule.



overcy, Chascicy, Obedience

Q consistenc chread of che monascic orders
chrough cthe aqges is cheir emphasis on povercy,
chascicy and obedience. In sceking a modern day
incerprecacion of the monascic in relacion to che

Boiler Room, on cexploracion of chese idcas is
encirely relevanc.

Che Boiler Room Odoes noc advocace che radical renunciacion of
propercy as was and scill is o cencrol parc of many monascic orders.
Chere ore, howecoer, two key orcas cthact ore vicol to cthe Boiler
Rooms interprecacion of pooercy.

Che firsc is our need to be aware of our spiricual pooercy.

Ir we claim co be wichouc sin, we deccioe ourseloes and che
cruch is noc in us.

[l Jobn I:8]

We con do noching buc by proyer. Qll of our francic occivicy is
uscless from o kingdom perspeccioe unless we hoove commicced ic co
our Facher. e need to see whot He is doing before we do anyching
fFor Him, and che only way chat we can do chac is by listening to Him,
chrough His Dord and His Spiric.

Secomdly, we must seek to be sacrificiol wich our ctime, our enerqgy,
ond our finances. e must seek cto give of cthese chings when our
Fleshy nocure would racher recain for cthe selp. CThis is o Boiler
Room incerprecacion of poovercy.

On chascicy, cthe Rule does noct expecct chose living ouc the values cto
moke o lipelong vow of celibacy! CThere is, howeover, a commitmenct cto
Fidelicy in reclacionships, and an cqual voluing of boch cthe single and
cthe morried.

Obedience is the final thread of cthe chree concepcs. Qlmosc oll of
cthe monascic orders ploced o heovy emphasis on obeying cheir
superiors, whecher cthese superiors had been clected by cthe brochers,
or chosen by anocher abboc. Qs cthe Rule of Saint Benedict scaces:

Che firsc scep ofF humilicy is unbesicacing obedience, which comes
nacurally co chose who cherish Chrisc abooe all*



Chis ovolue is worked ouc in Boiler Rooms by obedience to the Qbboc,
and chrough o desire to seroe ochers in cheir posicions of ouchoricy
boch wichin the Boiler Room cteam, and in ocher orqganisacions cthac
cthe Boiler Room works wich. Our nacure scruqggles oqgoinst chis
cthread of the monascic as it does wich cthe ochers. It is so rare for
chis obedience and humilicy to be seen in our sociecy, and coeryching
chac our culcure cells us, is cthat we should be poying more accencion
To our own neceds and aims. In chis obedience, we are becoming more
like Chrisc, who complecely sacrificed His own will co cthe will of His
Facher. Qs Chrisc Himseclg soid:

{ou know chac che rulers of che Genciles lord ic over chem,
and cheir bigh officiols exercise auchoricy over chem. Noc
so wich gou. Inscead, whocoer wancs co become Greac
among gou musc be gour seroanc, and whoeoer wancs co be

Firsc musc be gour slaoe.
[Macc 20:25-27]
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“Che man who fears God will avoid all

excremes.”
[Ecclesiosces 78]

From che beginning of the Reading Boiler Room, we felc colled to o
bolanced lifescyle cthot reflected cthe paccern of cthe monascic day.
Che Rule of Saint Benedict recognised the need for balonce wichin
che daily paccern of lives lived ouc for Jesus, and mony subsequenc
monascic mooemencts sought to recurn cto chis paccern when cthe pre-
eminent monascic foundacions of the day became too fFocussed on one
areo of accivity ot the expense of cthe ochers. Wichin Sc. Benedicc’s
Rule, specifFic time during Jdifferenct scasons was gioen over cto work,
resc ond scudy. Q bolance wos soughct bectween the proccicalicies of
daily living ond the advancement of cthe soul into greacer holiness®.

Obhen chey live by che lobour of cheir hands, os our pachers
and che aposcles did, chen chey are really monks®.

Che Boiler Room Rule encourages o balonce becween cthe elemencs of
proyer, study, work ond resct. These are noc core ovolues in cheir
own righc, buc chey flow chrough cach of cthe ovolues and aore on
imporcanc parc of how cthey con be worked ouc in individual lives.



Coo much cime spenc in proyer would resulc in no ctime for creacioicy,
mission or juscice, ond cherefore in cthe Holy Spiric noc being gioen
cthe opporcunicy cto answer proyer chrough individuals chemsecloes.
Coo much sctudy would resulc in o greoc knowledge of many chings,
buc in an individual who goove liccle cime to cthe wider Boiler Room
communicy.

Che Boiler Room Rule ovolues o bolanced oucworking of cach of che
volues. We suqqgesc for coery six hours spenc in proyer, ot least one
hour should be spenc in secking to be an answer co proyer, chrough
the accivities associated wich mission, juscice or communicy.



ule




oncinuous Prayer

We live in cimes where God is colling His people cto
proy in o woy chaot hos noc been seen Ffor
generacions. 24-7Prayer, and in turn, Boiler Rooms,
have orisen chrough chis worldwide moove of che
Spiric ac chis cime.

In oll chings proyer musct be ot che cencre. Chis is our Jdisctinccioe.
Qll decisions made by cthe Boiler Room communicy should be in ics
contexc, broughct under its scrucinyg, ond when God cells us Tto Go ouc
and do someching, cthis should necoer be ot cthe expense of bringing
ourseloes before him aqain in praoyer. Wichouc chis, it is excremely
unlikely chot God would have Oriven us forword wich cthe amazing
power cthact he has done.

Ig chere is any doubc abouc chis arco of our colling, we need only co
look ot cthe ctescimonies of 24-7, and the Boiler Rooms’. Qs we cry
out to Him, God is onswering our proyers. Qnd afcer o period of
phenomenal expansion, scill cthe movemenct grows. Firsc ond
fForemosc, ics oll abouc our reclacionship wich Him. Qll chings stem
fgrom chis. Qs che Qbbess of the Manchescer Boiler Room, Oria Oale
wroce in Moy 2003,

“Incimacy bas co come firsc... and ic bhas co come from God
alone. DNoching else is aos pure or runs as deep. Jc can’c
come from a relacionship or o marrioge or a friendship... buc
only fFrom che one who creaced ic Himselr and longs co
share ic wich us in o way chac only o Few ever really dream

abouc and ask for... buc all are made for.t”

Qs in cach of che six ovolues, Chrisc is our model. He olwoys soughc
che inspiracion of His Focher. Fascing and praying in cthe wilderness
(Mocchew 4), removing himsclg to quict places cto pray (Mocchew
14:23), and alwoays doing only what He saw cthe Facher doing (John 5:19),
are oll examples of how dJesus’ lire was infused in proyer.

We olso see che imporcance che carly aposcles ploced on praoyer.
Many cimes in the New CTestament we ore urged cto hooe chis ot cthe
FOrefront of our minds:

Ond proy in che Spiric on all occasions wich all kinds of
praogers and requescs. (Dich chis in mind, be alerc and
alwoys keep on proying For oll che saincs.

[Eph 6:48]



Q poarc of proyer chac will become quickly apparenc in ony ploce
crying co ochicoe 24-hour proyer will be sacrifice. e ore colled co
chis socrifice, if we are serious abouc Gods purposes being achicoed
in cthe chings we are proying for.

I hooe posced wacchmen on gour walls, O Jerusalem;
chey will neover be silenc day or nighc.

(ou who call on che LORO,

gioe gourscloes no resc,

and gioe him no resc cill be escablishes Jerusalem
and makes her che praise of che earch.

[Isaioh 62:6-7]

God loves to sce us qgeccing reolly serious abouc cthe chings choc
we’re asking Him for. He caqgerly desires co answer bold, persiscenc
proyer. dJesus himsclf cold us to pray chis way in cthe parable of cthe
persistent widow (Luke 18). The carly church ploced o high emphasis
on proyer, and che resulcs were miracles, soloacion and o church
pellowship wich Glad and sincere hearcs (Qccs 2).

Che more cime we spend wich Jesus, the more we become like him,
and cthe more we mooe in His power. This doesn’t mean cthot we
should spend oll of our cime praying ond doing noching clse. There
needs to be bolance. In the busy-ness of Mmodern daily living though,
we are more prone to being too busy to be any heavenly use, racher
cthan being too proyerful co be any carchly use.

Mony people will quesction the need to come to o Boiler Room cto proy
oc oll. Of course, chere is no need, buc chere is a benefic. How
casily do we qec discrocced wich cthe coeryday cluccer of our lives
when we ctry to praoy in our homes? Qn hour or more in o Boiler
Room helps to escablish spoce for our union wich che criune God, and
often we fFind chat proyer in cthe home is less casily sidecracked
when we have underqone the mencal and physicol craining of proyer in
o Boiler Room. We are colled to o level of sacrifice thot means cthac
we need cTo proy when we would racher be doing someching clse.
Boiler Rooms con give us a leoel of Focus on prayer which is unusual
in the world of coday, ond God is ready ond waicing to astound us in
cthe way cthaot He will respond cto our cime wich Him.

Qs well as culcivacing cthe habic of coming co o Boiler Room to have o
Focussed ctime of proyer, also gec inco cthe habic of infusing coery
momenct of your life in the power of proyer cto Jesus.

Qs Richard Foscer commencs in ‘Sctreams of Lioing Wacer’, we would
do well co learn from Frank C. Laubach, who knew cthe desire to proy
so scrongly chat he woas conscancly experimencing wich ic. He proyed



‘Flosh proyers’ as experimencs cto sece what God would do wich brief
and immediace inctercession for sicuacions Going on around him, ond
dcovised what he colled his “Game of Minuces” to see if he could Form
cthe habic of having God in Mind cach waking minuce’.

Chere arc also many hiscorical examples of life infused wich prayer.
Celcic spiricualicy is lictered wich proyers por kindling che fire, cthe
Fomily meoal, and moany ocher aspects of coeryday living. Proyer wos
co cthe Celcs someching chat flowed nacurally in every oreca of cheir
accioicy.

So how does oll chis work in cthe Boiler Room seccing? Proyer for o
Boiler Room isn’t just abouc knecling in silence bepore God - alchough
cthac is o parc of cthe equacion.

God has made us to be creacioe, ond we should use thot creacivencss
in pouring ouc our hearcs cto Him. e belicoe chac ic is ovolid co
express our Jdesires to God chrough piccures, chrough poccry,
chrough prose. Q silenct proyer is heard only by God. Q spoken
proyer moy be heard by o few ochers and used by God to encourage
or build fpoich. Wriccen proyers can encourage ochers chrough che

generacions!

We woanct co be real wich God coo. Somecimes its Good to pray in
silence. Buc ot ocher cimes, it may be appropriace cto speak ouc
proyer, or possibly coen cto shouc, i cthat is our hearcs cry cto our
Facher. Sic, stand, kneel, dance - ics oll parc of our proyer if our
hecarcs ore focussed on inceraccing wich Him. Its greoc cto use
dipferenct lanquages too. One of cthe wonderful privileges of being
porc of on incernacionol mooemenct is hearing heorcgelc proyer in
€nglish, Swedish, Spanish and German mixing wich praoyers in cach
nacions nacioe conque. Our God is Lord of oll congues!

Chink about fascing ctoo. Firscly, we musct recognise that we are noc
commanded cto fasc. We ore, howecoer, free To FOST as POrc Of o
disciplined lipesctyle. There are mony Biblicol and hiscorical examples
of world changing covencs based upon cthe soacrificial oucpouring of
proyer ond fascing. Scoeral cimes in the OId Tescamenc Jdisascer
was ooerced for che people of Isrocl, chrough proyer and fascing.
Chere haoe also been many exomples of proyer changing the course
of hiscory since cthe cimes of the Gospels®. I you are serious abouc
seeing sicuacions chonge, ond your usuol proyers do noct secem cto hooe
e¢ffect, it moy be ctime cto fasc. Wich disciplines such as fascing, we
must olways seck to discern whact cthe Holy Spiric is soying to us oc
ony gioen cime. Somecimes you may feel colled to fasct purely co
show your cocol relionce on God, and ouct of o desire co be closer cto
Him.



Qs wich oll ocher arcas of Boiler Room lire, the proccice of fascing
musTt neoer curn into leqgalism. Nor musc it be o cool To Try co
manipulace cthe Lord into doing whot we woanc. It is, howeoer, often o
cool cthat complemencts our proyer.

Go, gacher cogecher oll che Jews who are in Susa, and fosc
fFor- me. Qo noc cac or drink fpor chree days, nighc or day. |
and my maids will Fasc as gou do. (Dbhen chis is done, | will
Ggo co che king, even chough ic is againsc che law. Ond iF |
perish, | perish. [Escer 4:16]

Chere is 0 Good resource for chose inceresced in cthe cheology and
praccicolities of fascing on che Coll €nglond websice".

We con only quess cthe effect of pouring out proyer to our Heaovenly
Facher, 24-7. To ctry to do so is o lofcy aim. Moany will hooe che
scars of crying co fill o 24-7 proyer roca for one or two weceks, lec
olone for o whole ycoar.

Qouer our cime running o Boiler Room, God hos colled us cto be
sacrificiol in the amounct of time we spend before Him in proyer. Buc
we con only fulfil what we ore resourced by Him co do. He knows
our hearcs. When we heoar scories such as cthe omazing 24-7 proyer
movement sctarced by Zinzendorg wich just 48 people, we can cosily
become Jisillusioned abouc our inabilicy co fill proyer slocs wich many
more people on our list of proyers. We live in differenc cimes,
howecoer, and it is not so casy to gec busy 215 Cencury Chriscions cto
make such a commicmenc. CThe desire behind a Boiler Room is co
cover as mony slots in ecoery 24 hour period os possible, buc noc co
moke ourscloes ill, or to neqlect jobs or griends or fomily os o resulc
of spending too much cime in cthe proyer room. We need cto coll on
desus for cthe people He wancts to come to proy to be released co do
so, and noc feel quilcy abouc slocs cthact remain unfilled when we hooe
tried our best co fill chem.

Boiler Rooms orcec places chac enable us to crain our minds and
hecarcs into these paccerns of proyer.



reacioicy

God is our creacor. God made us in His image
and likeness. Chererore we are creacors..che
joy of creaciveness should be ours®.

Qs wich oll 24-7Praoyer rooms, Boiler Rooms encourage o creacioe
oucpouring of our pecicions to Him. The Holy Spiric is incensely
creacioe, and it is our dcsire cto sece Him wichin us recleasing our
hearc cries chrough arc, poccry, prose, song, ond silenct medicacion.

Our Facher colls us to be creacioe in our worship of Him. CThe firsc
person cto be Jdescribed os ‘filled wich che spiric of God was
specificolly gioen chis gifc fFor cthe purpose of moking o place fic for
cthe worship of Him.

Chen che LORO said co Moses, "See, | bhooe chosern Bezalel
son of Uri, che son of Hur, of che cribe of Judabh, and | haoe
Filled him wich che Spiric of God, wich skill, abilicy and
knowledge in all kinds of crofcs- co make arciscic designs
For work in gold, silver and bronze, co cuc and sec scones,
co work in wood, and co engage in aoll kinds of
craogcsmanship.  [Exodus 3/J-5]

Boiler Rooms are places where we can experimenc in prayer. It may
be cthot we come from o lioely church where we are gamilior wich
speaking ouc our prayers whilst mooving oround cthe room. Be scill,
and know chat He is God. We moy be fpomilior wich o more
concemplacioe or medicacioe approach. Speak or sing ouct your praise
to cthe one you know as Sooviour and Hing.

Cry someching new. dJesus moy surprise you!

When you fFind you oare in o ctime where it is difficulc to proy, ctry
wricing down or drowing your proyer. See how God specaks to you aos
you pour your pecicion ouc to Him in chis woy. {ou moy find choc
God is giving you o parcicular word or phrase ocver and over. Wrice
ic on a woll or on o piecce of poper where ocher people con sce ic.
{ou neoer know how cthe Spiric will use ic anocher person’s life, or
perhops coen your own, when your eyes cacch sight of it agoin o few
days or weceks lacer.



B¢ sensicive to chose around you, and che surroundings chac che
Boiler Room proovides. Boiler Rooms invice proy-ers fgrom oll
denominacional backgrounds, aond your freedom in cthe Spiric may
become o burden to someone of o more concemplacioe nocure. See
how God miniscters to you, os you prefer cthe needs of ochers.
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Wich oll of our proyer, we will be spurred incto occion as
Chrisc colls us to be cthe answer Tto many of our own
pecicions. It is imporcanc chac chis does not become our
primory driver, as we will be worn ouc by cthe cores of
chis world i we do not keep coming back to Him - our

accion must be birched chrough our praoyers.

e musc follow Chrisc in che rbychm o His own lire, che
rbychm ofF praoger and accion. (Dhaoc is needed in our days is
co recire co solicude and silence, co hear che voice o God,
co Gloripy Him aond praoy co Him, and chen recurn co a world
chac desperacely needs co see Him. Cragically che (Desc
keeps pushing chis aside and saying, ‘(Jes, chis is basically
crue - buc lecs gec down co accion!™

Che Boiler Room Rule colls us to o bolanced lipescyle of proyer and
accion. e seek noc co discil chis into o common rule for oll, buc
encourage individuols to seeck cthe correcct balonce for chemscloes.
Only che Holy Spiric con convict ecoch of us of on approprioce
direccion for us personolly. Proy requlorly chat God would give you
His heorc for che sicuacions chaot you aore incterceding for, ond be
open to the fact chat you may be the answer to your own prayer.

desus only did whact he saw His Facher boinq"” For cach of us, cthe
outworking of the Fachers dcsire por His justice chrough us will be
very differenc. We moay follow the pach of Qnchony of €qypc, who
cost oside oall carchly concerns to wrescle wich boch God, and che
Ocuil, in deserc solicude for twency yeors, bepore God propelled Him
inco an amazing ministry®, or cthe pach of John Woolman, who from a
yeorly oge was o radical accivist aqainst racism, consumerism and
milicarism'e. Boiler Rooms weclcome boch of chese waoalks, radicol
contemplacioe or radical accivisc, wicth no judgement, recognising them

boch as inspired by cthe Holy Spiric.

Qlchough inctimacy wich our Facher chrough proyer musc olwoys be
our scarcing poinc, accion is act ctimes o subscicuce for proyer icself.
Sc Cuchberc, Bishop of Lindisparne in the 7" Cencury, was oboiously
fFomilior wich chis concepc, holding cthac

“Co gioe che weak brechren help and advice wos o fic
subscicuce por prager, For he knew chac He who said, '‘Thou
shalc love che Lord chy God’, also said ‘Thou shalc love chy

neighbour’. """



Our home cowns aond ovillages ore Ffilled wich opporcunicies to engage
in socijal justice. Qsk cthe Lord to show you what He would have you
puc your hands co. It moy be someching as simple aos making ctime co
calk wich your lonely nexc-door ncighbour. (Jou moy feel chollenged
to gec involoed wich cthose who are maceriolly poor, or cthose who live
cheir lives oucside cthe culcural ‘norm’. Jc may be cthat God would
haoe you puc your Gifts co bear wich orqanisacions such as Specok® or
Omnescy Incernacional”, raising cthe profile of injuscices locally and
incernacionolly. The vical cthing is to seck Him fFor cthe woy forward.
Becor in mind your passions in chis oreca - cthey ore overy ofcen God
gioen!

Qlchough chere is no common amounct of ctime cthot cach of us should
spend on chis aorea of cthe rule, cthe Boiler Room Rule does coll us co
o bolonce. Try os o minimum cto consciously puc aside one hour in
coery seoen cthot you would sign up fFor o prayer sloc, fFor geccing
involoed in bringing kingdom justice to the sicuacions around you.



ommunicy

QOs porc of o Boiler Room way of life, we aore colled
to sacrificial relaocionships, growing cogecher in
Chrisct chrough cthe communicy of proyer. We ore
called co incencional communicy?®.

Chis leoel of relacionship is coscly. o will involoe sacrificiol ‘bearing
wicth each ocher’. It will involoe maincaining relocionships when you
would racher giove up. Where our culcure colls us to make and break
friendships as is conoenienct to us, we are cto prefer each ocher ouc
of reoverence cto Chrisc.

Co CONFess our Commicment €O Communicy Mmeans TO CONFESS
our- commicmenc co mucual subordinacion®.

Che Boiler Room Rule colls us to mooe in unicy. To come incto o
Boiler Room just to proy once a week is not to enqage wich the
wider flow of people cthat God is bringing cthrough, noct to see and
hear whac He is doing in cthe lives of ochers - boch the qood scories
ond cthe cales of sorrow.

Co sce just a microscopic amount Of what Jesus is doing in and
chrough o Boiler Room, spend cime colking wich cthose who are noc
engaged in praoyer. Underscand differenct poincts of viecw ond share
your own. Qgree co disagree, ond be open cto challenge.

Chere may be people living on the sice of the Boiler Room you go co.
Spend ctime shoring ctescimony of what Jesus is doing in your life and
cthe lives of cthose around you. CThere will likely be people for whom
che Boiler Room proovides an excended ramily. Gec co know chose
from ocher churches, ocher denominacions, and chose who come inco
cthe Boiler Room who aore noc Chriscions. Share your cime wich

cthose around you in the contexc of o house of prayer, and sece whac
God will build®.



ilgrimage

"l am going co my Facher’s; and chough wich

greac difficulcy ] am goc bhicher, yec now | do
noc repenc me of all che crouble | haoe been

ac co arrioe where | am. My sword | gioe co

him chac shall succeed me in my pilgrimage;

and my courage and skill co bim chac can gec
ic. My marks and scors | corrgy wich me, co
be a wicness por me chac | have Foughc his

baccles who now will be my Rewarder.”,

We are oll on pilgrimage to o Greacer or lesser excenc, whecher we
are oware of ic or noc. Our overy life in following our soviour Jesus
Chrisc, involoes o journey wich Him cthot we will not complece uncil
we see Him in glory. Ond coen chis resulcs in anocher journey wich
Him chrough ecernicy.

Mosc definicions of pilgrimage cencre on the concept of o journey co
o ploce of religious significance. CThe Boiler Room Rule ploces che
dcfinicion wider cthan cthat. To be on pilgrimoge is to sec oside ctime
to scarch for God chrough journeying to o place where we are going
specificolly to seek Him. It is noc only in cthe descinacion cthat we
Find Qod's own agenda for our journeying, buc also in cthe journey
icselp - chrough cthe ploces we see, cthe people we meec, and chrough
the simple pact chat we are on a journey.

Chere are moany woys in which we can experience boch cthe joy and
che choallenge of pilgrimage for ourscloes. It is Good co scarc in smoll
ways, ond o increase our journeying wich God in chis woy os we
progress.

Qs we journey wich Chrisc, we yearn por o greacer knowledge of our
soviour. Paradoxicolly, as chis yecorning grows, we desire coen more,
ond chis desire ofcen leads us co pilgrimage. It is often on pilgrimage
cthot we encouncer chose whose perspeccioe on Jesus chollenges
ours, it is often on pilgrimoge cthot we encouncer ‘chin-places’ where
heaven and carch secem to be so close chat we can hardly distinquish
che difference, it is often on pilgrimage where we can experience cthe
nurcure of cthose that God pucs in our way, just when we most need

.

1T,

Che Boiler Room Rule encourages cthe seeking of cthese experiences
by seccing ctime oside to go on pilgrimage ot least once o yeor.



Pilgrimage can toke many forms. It might be o journey to a place
chot has speciol personal significance (e.q. where we grew up), o ploce
of historical imporconce (e.q. lona or Lindisfarne, cencres of cthe corly
church in che UK, Hernnhuct, cthe cencre of Counc Zinzendorf's
Moravian Communicy, or coen cthe Holy Lonb), o church or cachedral,
or perhaps just ovisicing friends (wich che fpocus of porciculoriy
seeking the Lord during gour cime wich them).

“We shall noc cease from exploracion
Ond che end of all our exploring

ill be co arrioe where we scarced

Ond knocw che place por che girsc cime.”?

Os well aos being colled co pilgrimage ourscloes, we ore colled co
seroe chose on pilgrimoge. Qs our underscanding dcoclops of boch
cthe cost and che clacion of cthe pilgrims wolk in our own lioes, we
seek to benefic ocher pilgrims chrough chat underscanding.

Boiler Rooms ore places where Pilgrims are welcome. Places where
people can come and sece what God is doing in o parciculor locacion,
ond c©o hear Him specaking cthrough chac. Plaoces where pilgrims con
join wich the Holy Spiric and cthe locol Boiler Room cteam in releasing
che kingdom chere. Q place where we meec Him in cthe gamiliar, and
in cthe oery unfomilior. Q ploce to ger awoy grom cthe concerns of
our coeryday lives, and to seck Him in quicctness, or in che huscle and
buscle of o differenc set of broken and hurcing people made in His
image.

Che Boiler Room Rule colls us to welcome pilgrims in sacrificial
seroice. Qs che rule of Saint Benedict sctaces, adopcing on corlier
principle noc unpamilior co che Oeserc Fachers?:

Qll guescs who presenc chemseloes are co be welcomed os
Chrisc, For bhe bimselr will soy: | was a scranger and gou
welcomed me (Macchew 25:35). Proper honour musc be
shown co all, especially chose who share our roich
(Galacians 6:J0O) and co pilgrims?.



ission
Ic is almosc impossible co be proaying 24hrs
o day and noc discover some of Gods hearc

fFor cthe lost. Boiler Rooms ore places cthac
ore welcoming to chose who do noc yec

know dJesus. It might be pecople coming in

off the streecs chat ore just curious, or
possibly coen people who come into che
Boiler Room requlorly becouse chey find ic
o ploce of peace and resc - chey moy coen
sense ‘o presence’ chot chey Oo noc
accribuce to cthe Lord our God, buc choc
cthey know is differenc.

Chis oolue is o very imporcanc parc of cthe Boiler Room Rule, buc
possibly one of cthe hardesc. How do you mix o proyer room wich
chose who do not necessorily respecc choc choc is whot o Boiler
Room is primorily abouc? CThis is not on casy colling, buc one chac is
cruciol to the Boiler Room Jdisctinccioe.

Proyer in o Boiler Room seroes many purposes, buc one icem is overy
high on che list of prioricies - to see cthe kingdom of God excended
here on ecarch. One of the most radical woays cthac chis can happen is
when passionace, coscly prayer is fuclled and necessicaced due co
reclacionship wich cthose who are in the mosc desperace need of cthe
love of our God and Saviour. CThosec Ffilled wich cthe passion and fire
of the Holy Spiric meec chose who can only be cruly looed chrough
cthe radically ctransFormed body of Jesus Chrisc.

We cannoc and must noc ignore dJesus greact commission:

Chen desus came co chem and said, "Oll auchoricy in heaoven
and on earch has been given co me. Cherefore go and make
disciples of oll nacions, bopcizing chem in che name of che
Focher and of che Son and of che Holy Spiric, and ceaching
chem co obey everyching | haoe commanded gou. Ond surely |
am wich gou always, co che very end of che age.”

[Macchew 28:/8-20]

Lecs foce ic; chere will be few of us who will ecoer have cthe power
of one of the greac covangelists. Buc so many of us usec cthot aos on
excuse not co bocher. e need cto know cthat we ore cthe bearers of
cthe greoacesc gifc chot hos coer been given cto humankind. We need
to underscond whac it means For people co die wichout che



knowledge of dJesus Chrisc. e need cto passionacely and humbly
shore cthe Good necws chat Jesus Chrisc is olive and woncing us cto
lioe lipe in Him co che full.

e often don’t ctaoke Jesus’ greoc commission seriously. Buc chere
ore serious consequences.

I angone is ashamed ofF me and my words, che Son of Man
will be ashamed of him when hbe comes in bis glory and in
che glorgy ofF che Facher and of che holy angels.

[Luke 2:26]

Chis sounds incredibly intimidacing. Buc it is often not as scory as ic
sounds. So moany people long Tto hear someching concrece in o world
chac hos lost respecc for cruch. So many people long fFor someching
more cthan the scemingly mecaningless lives cthey lead. We can share
our faich nacurally, in cthe pub, ouc clubbing, on cthe crain, coerywhere.

Chis does not mean chact sharing our faich will not be coscly. Some
are colled to poy che ulcimoce price, sacrificing cheir lives for cthe
fFoich. For mosct of us, howeoer, that will noc be the case, buc we
moy well face ridicule and exclusion. Jesus knows exaccly whoc we
ore feeling in these sicuacions - He woas subjected co oll chese chings
on cthe woy cto cthe cross, ond He endured chem for cthe sake of
reconciling us cto cthe Facher. We must maincain our fFocus on
ccernicy, ond bring coeryching clse under ics subordinacion.

Boiler Rooms ore places where we have opporcunicies co share our
fFoich. For some reason, people who do noc know Jesus, coen cthose
who know absolucely noching abouc Him, are drawn into o place chac
has been infused wich proyer. The effecct is often dramacic. Many
Ttimes words are not needed due to cthe ‘chickness’ of cthe presence
of God in cthe place of prayer, bringing chose who do noc yec know
Him co cheir knees.

Buc somecimes people encer the Boiler Room who are just searching,
or just secking o place of peace in the midst of o choocic life. In
seroing chis need, we coan oll ploy o parc in the missionary accioicy of
cthe Boiler Room. Many such oisicors just want someone cto ctalk co
about cthe Odecep chings of liFe. Someone to be honesc wich cthem
abouc where cthey are ac in cheir faich, saying choc chey don’c know
the answers to quescions cthey don’t know cthe answer co, racher
chan being given some blond, rchearsed answer. Qn islond of cruch in
0 Sca Of pPosc-modernicy.

Mission wichin the confines of cthe Boiler Room building is noc che
only oim of chis volue. Immersion in the ocher volues should also lead



to o chirst co share che love of God wich our griends, Family, and our
school or work colleagues. CThinking furcher a ficld, individuals moy
be colled To proy ond cto work wich parciculor people groups or
nacions. Boiler Rooms are places where our desire for cthese people
can be shared and offered up in proyer, and where groups can come
ctogecher cto proy for dJesus co reoecal himselg co o parciculor
individual or group.

Qll of chis having been s0id, ic’s noc enough just co calk abouc Jesus.
We have co live like Him, we neced cto bleed his lighc into any and
coery sicuacion. We coannoc do chis in our own screngch, buc
chankfully, by His groce ond che Holy Spiric, we con be whot God
wancs us to be, whereover He posicions us. e con cruly lead lives in
tune wich cthe resonanct frequency of cthe universe.



Che Boiler Room Rule

Q commicmenc co paccern of living

Concinuous Prager

Consciously dedicace yourselg to chis accivicy, knowing that ic musct underpin oll of the ocher
values in cthe rule. Be persistenct and disciplined, using Christ and the Qposcles as your model.

» Oecide how many hours you woanc to specifically dedicace cto proyer cach week.

% Spend ot least one hour just liscening to Qod, coming wich no ocher agenda chan co
spend time wich your Facher.

%  Spend ot least one hour praying for cthe issues cthat you desperacely woant cto see
desus break chrough in.

% Chink abouc qgeccing into o paccern of fascing. If che Holy Spiric is leading you chis

way, make cthe sacrifices cthat you need to make sure you do ic.

Creacivicy

Express proyer ond worship to cthe Lord in creacivicy. The Lord has made each of us creacioe
in dipferent woys os o refleccion of His characcer. Coen if you do noc chink you are creacioe,
explore your God given giFcs and see where che Holy Spiric cokes chem. Sec aside ctime cach
monch in which you will praise God in chis way.

Pilgrimage

Go on o journey of Rilgrimage act lecast once o yeoar, looking to meet cthe Living Chrisct in the
journey ond cthe descinacion. Make cvery efporc to hosc pilgrims if you are in o sicuacion cto be
able co. Live o li[:e Of constancT ]ourneqinq wich Jesus, and expect Him to meet you as you
mooe abouc His world.

Communicy

Find ways o seroe the community of people who are involoed wich the Boiler Room in one way
or anocher. Commic yourself to the communicy in Good cimes and bad, not woalking awoay from
relocionships when cthey become difficulc. Be sacrificial wich your cime. Chollenge yourself
abouc how you use your ctime. Gioe it to ochers wichout cthought of reword. Shore your life
wich ochers, and give them cime to share cheirs wich you. Secc oside some ctime cach monch
for chis aspecc of che rule.

Juscice

Involoe yourself wich cthe issues chot God places on your hearc for your neighbour, be ic
someone in Your sTreec, your town, or in anocher councry. Resoloe to commic yourselg to on
amount of time each monch cthot you will engoge wich the Holy Spiric in bringing Juscice into o
sicuacion cthat neceds Jesus couch.

* *
IDission
Share your paich wich cthose around you. You don’t need to be a greoct evangelist co share cthe
Good News wich your friends when you're meecing wich chem. Qsk dJesus for opporcunicies cto
colk wich people, and step ouc in faich when cthey arrive. Pray abouc involoement in mission
ctecams. Consider mission From cthe perspeccioe of desus recurning co chis world comorrow.

+4+

Make yourselg accouncable to someone who knows cthe commitment you have made cto che
Boiler Room Rule. Haoving made decisions praoyerfully abouc how you are qoing co live ouc coch
of cthe six values, work ouc how you ore Going to sctick co cthem. Reqularly discuss how you're
geccing on wich your griend.

Spend oc least one hour engaged in accivicies associoced wich che ovalues of Communicy,
dJuscice and Mission, for coery six hours of Prayer and Creacioicy.



usTomoary




Monascic inscicucions haoe, in pasct cimes, Found ic useful to add o
‘cuscomoary’ co cheir rule. The purpose of o customary is co
documenct che proaccical Odccails of how o poarcicular monascic
inscicucion is run. CThis concepc is helpful here in distinquishing some
of the experiences of running o Boiler Room grom che core ovolues.
Che oolues moy be worked ouc in many Jdifferenct woays, ond che
infFormacion prooided here in the cuscomary is intended co proovide
suqqgescions or frameworks for running o Boiler Room, in addicion cto
che fpundamencol core ovalues cthact are cencral cto ony Boiler Room,
which are included wichin cthe rule icself.

Chis cusctomary is by no mcans exhouscioe, and will almosct cercainly
dcoelop cthrough ctime, as God leads us on in underscanding His oision
fFor Boiler Rooms.

agouc

Chere are so many woays cthoc ic is possible co live ouc
che vision of o Boiler Room, and almosc aos many woays
chac o Boiler Room con be physically 10id ouc. The
diagrom used for expressing cthe componencs of che
Boiler Room, wich concinuous proyer as che hub, is o

Good place co scorc a discussion of whoct o Boiler

Room mighc look like i one wos cto be builc grom
scracch.

Qs proyer is ot cthe cencre of whoc Boiler Rooms stand for, so ic
musct be cthe cencral focus of the Boiler Room building. The ocher
fFioe ovolues excend ouc grom chis hub, and cach Boiler Room building
should be confiqured such choc it mirrors che hearc of cthe Boiler
Room Rule. Such o building gives prioricy to cthe spoce ollocaced for
proyer, and prooides arcas for oll of che ocher occivicies os
approprioce. CThe Fiqure below secs out one way in which o purpose-
builc Boiler Room mighct be physically 10id ouc. This is included here
To proovide o fFocus for o discussion on cthe proaccicol issues associoced
wich cach areca of cthe Boiler Rooms purpose. Qlchough such o
building has noc been builc co dace, cach Boiler Room team neceds co
consider cthe poincs chac follow, to fully enable cach aspect of che
rule co flourish in o given locacion.



Figure 1 - Che ideol Boiler Room?

Che locacion of the main proyer arca ac cthe cencre of cthe building is
oery Ocliberace. Coery aspect of Boiler Room lipe is consconcly
confronced wich the main reason for ics existence - communion wich
God. Many moy find cthoc cthey ore uncomgorcable wich cthe ideco of
ochers mooving becween seccions of cthe building chrough cthe proyer
orea, whilst cthey ore proying. This congroncacion of occivicy wich
che spiricual is, howecoer, a direct aim of cthe design of cthe Boiler
Room. Chriscians and non-Chriscions olike are consconcly reminded
of the presence of cheir creacor in ecoery aspecc of lipe. The proy-
er mocures in looe, pacience and humilicy os ochers mooe around
chem. The person on cheir way chrough cthe room is challenged by
the sanccicy ofF o room dedicacted cto cthe desire to come closer inco
che presence of God. CThere ore, of course, praoccical consideracions
here. Concerced efforcs musct be undercoken by cthose running che
Boiler Room, to ensure chac cthe proyer room is respecced by chose
mooing chrough ic. I ony music is being ployed, chose proaying should
choose ic, and cthere musc be o degree of sound insulocion becween
cthe community arco and the main proyer oreo.

Chere will also be times when individuals need to be alone wich cheir
Facher. For chis reason, on arca should be sec aside for quiec

refleccion; hence che ‘pouscinia’®

or chopel, sec-oside from che resc
of che building in Fiqure 1. In ony Boiler Room locacion, if ic is noc
praccicol for such o space to be physically seporoce grom che resc
of cthe building, the chapel should be in o parc of cthe building chac is

subject o os lictle disturbance as possible. The purpose of chis



ploce is reflecced in o sparse or simple décor, to enhance cthe proy-
er’s pocus on noching buc plocing chemseloes before cthe Lord.

Che oarcea for creacioicy should be an arca wich plency of lighc, ond
locs of space co enable Boiler Room visicors co worship God chrough
arciscic expression. (Dhilsc chis areo is primorily ossocioced wich
poinctings, colloges ond possibly coen sculpcure, cthe creacioe oreo
should olso be o place where a wricer would be ot home. Much of
cthe creacioe oucpouring of Boiler Room proyer will come chrough
wriccen proyer and prose.

duscice and Mission are cwo of the Boiler Room ovolues cthot can be
run in liccle or no space, buc to give them equoal prioricy to cthe ocher
areos of oaccivicy, it is ideal if space con be ollocaced co cthem co
proovide cthe necessory fFocus on chese volues. Oisploys and collages
on duscice and Mission cthemes, togecher wich cthe usual space for
people to express cheir proyers chrough creacioe meoans, help co
roise cthe profile of Juscice and Mission issues amongsct oll chose who
visic cthe Boiler Room. CThese arcas also proovide o focol point for
chosec people coming cto che Boiler Room who hove o parciculor

poassion or burden co proy for Juscice or Mission reloced copics.

Che presence of a communicy of proying people will often resulc in
cthose who do not yet know Jesus being drawn cto cthe building, and o
sctrong desire to reach ouct to the communicy wichin which che Boiler
Room is locaced. Qqoain, whilst chis does not necessitace oallocacion
of spoce sect aside for cthe accivicy of Mission, ic is wonderful to be
able o do so, such cthot cthe ocher accivicies of Boiler Room life con
concinue unhindered. CThis moy resulc in proyer for mission happening
in the oreca of che Boiler Room oallocaced for choc purpose, for
example, in o Noacions praoyer room or aorca. Non-Chriscians coming
intco cthe bUilding being can be welcomed into the communicy arca, or
possibly the proyer area, depending on the accivicy concerned.

Communicy is foscered chrough meecing ctogecher and shoaring wich
cach ocher. Q Boiler Room needs to sec aside spoace for chis as o
prioricy. CThe abilicy to proovide hospicalicy chrough cthe simple accs
of prooviding o drink and o friendly person co calk co, ore key co cthe
Boiler Rooms aspiracion to be Jesus to chose oisicing, Chriscian and
non-Chriscion oalike. Q rcloxing enoironmenc wich plencty of
comforcable scacing is oboviously helppul. This is the arca wichin cthe
building where people are able co colk freely, noc worrying coo much
aobouc whecher or noc cthey ore disturbing someone who is proying.
Qlso, if cthere are any coencs run by cthe Boiler Room, cthis can be an
idecol plaoce. g conneccion cto che internec is olso perccioed as
worchwhile, internec cerminols con be placed here, for proyer
research, checking e-mail, or just surfing cthe web.



Pilgrimage is onocher Boiler Room ovolue cthat requires spoce. CThe
idecol is for persons ovisicing the Boiler Room cto be o porc of che
communicty while cthey are scoying. CTo chis end, the Boiler Room
should ideoally have separace sleeping and kicchen arcas for pilgrim
usage. Jf possible, chere should olso be space for pilgrims co hooe
cheir own communal arco, separace grom che main Boiler Room arcoa,
so chat chey con relox owoy from che day-to-day buscle of che
building.

Chis seccion of cthe rule has so for focussed on o Boiler Room
building. Finding cthe resources to sec up ond run such o locacion may
noc be what God is colling you to in your parcicular arca. There ore
moany ocher woays cthot people who shore cthe ovalues of cthe Boiler
Room con fpollow o poccern of liFe around prayer, creacivicy, juscice,
mission, communicy ond pilgrimage.

Che key to o more ‘vircual’ Boiler Room, bascd around che six values
but not cencred on a parciculor building, is praoyer. Q group of people
commicced cTo meecing ctogecher to proy for chemsecloes, cheir
friends, cheir communicies and cthe world are able to fForm che core
ot cthe cencre of a communicy living ouc cthe Boiler Room Rule. CThis
could be done wich or wichout a cencral place to meec, alchough chis
would obviously be o Good focus for cthe group. The ocher arcas of
che rule could cthen be worked ouc in many different woys. The
Ggroup could welcome pilgrims inco cheir homes or cthe homes of
friends nearby. Creacivicy could occur chrough cthe cimes of group
proyer, chrough worship cogecher, or chrough individuol octs of
creacivicy before God, consciously done as o parc of the commitment
to chis clement of the Rule. Lives focussed on living ouc cthe jusctice
ond mission values, again chrough iNdividual acts or chrough occivicies
orgonised by cthe group, could ocucwork chis arca of cthe Boiler Room
values wichouct having to hove o building dedicaced to cthese accivicies.
Finolly, o commitmenct to cach ocher compleces che list wich cthe finol
ovolue, communicy. Why is chis differenct co any ocher Chriscion
communicy? QOs o commencacor on the Rule of Saint Benedict scoaces,

”

“a rule requloces che lives of cthose who obey ic.” Qny communicy
living the Boiler Room rule will be commicted co living lives under cthe
ouchoricy of scripcure, and lives requloced by adherence co che rule.
Chis works for a communicy based around o physical Boiler Room, or

a oircuol one.



raccicalicies of che Praoger Roorm

Ig ony Boiler Room is escablished in o building

Q
L‘ﬁ where the communicy aorea and che proyer arco
Q\’/\:’\\;&’t 1/ are in close proximicy, cthere will be issues of
XY SN ¢ . . .

N %‘Dé/’) noise. €Coach Boiler Room ceam will, cherefore,

have to come up wich o woy of balancing che

desire for inctimace proyer wich cthe desire to be
os welcoming os possible co cthose who might noc
oppreciace cthot some people find ic very difficulc
Tto pray in noisy enoironmencs. Qs che Boiler
Room Rule sctaces, mixing proyer and che ocher
volues, parciculorly mission, is o hord colling, buc
on essenciol parc of cthe Boiler Room Jdiscinccioe.

Chere ore scoerol ways chac chis issue can be dcolc wich. Firscly,
one of the casiest woays is to have days when cthe Boiler Room is
open only to chose coming in to proy. I cthe cteam is reolly serious
about cthe coll co proyer, ot least onec day should be sec aside like
chis. The poccern of opening needs to be very well publicised, boch
to cthose who use cthe Boiler Room for praoyer, oand chose who like to
just drop into cthe building, Chrisctian or noc.

Qnocher woay to manage cthe issue, that olso helps wich cthe day co
day managemenct of cthe building and the amount of people required co
do chis, is to hove specific times in which people con just Orop in. Q
poccern of daily opening from IO:00 - 17:00 became cthe poccern oc
cthe Reading Boiler Room cto begin wich; alchough due to o desire co
sec more cime oside for focussed prayer, the opening hours were
reduced co 12:00 - 17:00.

Q porciculorly posicioe woy of handling cthe issue, thaot can be used in
addicion to cthe ocher two opcions mencioned aboove, is to have cimes
during the doy where specific accivicies effecct oll who are using cthe
building oc choc cime. For example, cthere may be o desire cto have
onec or more doily offices (e.q. Coening Prayer) during the doy?. Qc
pre-defrined times, the expeccacion con be sec cthact cthe whole building
is to be silenc, except for chose involoed in the office itselp. CThere
are moany advancages to cthis. For chose working act cthe Boiler Room,
che fpocus of loying down whoceoer work was being done ot chac
point, howecoer busy che individuol mighc be, to moke cime cto be
befpore God, haos o Oeep c¢effect on che individuals perspeccioe.
Suddenly coeryching chac previously seemed so imporcanct pales inco
insigniFiconce compared to cthe joy of spending ctime wich dJesus ond
leccing Him sec cthe poce. There is also o distinct advancoge of chis
proccice for cthe wider Boiler Room communicy. Ochers who are



ovailable ot chot cime during cthe day moay wish to join in wich cthe
offices whencoer cthey con. Qs for cthe non-Chriscions who may
frequenc cthe Boiler Room, cthey sece cthe Chriscians in cthe building
making Time To focus single-mindedly on God, and can join in with cthe
office if cthey like. Jf noc, as cthey sic in silence whilst cthe building is
quiec, they con hear cthose involoed in the office praising and praying,
ond chis can have o profound cffect, especially i the Holy Spiric
gecs involoed!

rganisacion

Q Boiler Room takes o considerable amounc of
cime and efforc co run. CTo enable it to work
cffeccioely, o management ceam should be
Formed. Che ceom will consist of people
commicced to <che oision (olchough noc

necessarily living co che Boiler Room Rule), and
wich o mix of Jifferenc skills ond passions.
Represencacion grom differenc church screams
is olso helpful; cthe Boiler Room should be
welcoming to people from differenc spiricuol
hericages, and for chis cruly cto be che cose,
cthe Team should model
incerdenominacionalcionism.

Cach Boiler Room should have a leader, cthe ‘Qbboc’, who is clected by
cthe monagemenct ceom. They will be o macure Chriscion, prooen in
leadership, and will be expeccted cto live according cto cthe Boiler Room
Rule. CTheir main ctasks will be to oversee cthe running of the Boiler
Room, to ensure adherence to cthe six values, and cto seroe boch che
managemenct cteam ond ovisicors to cthe Boiler Room Jdiligencly and
foichfpully. Qs wich oll Chriscion leaders, they should display, ond will
be colled o, a high level of personal holiness.

Che overseer musc be abooe reproach, che husband of buc
one wiFe, cemperace, selg-concrolled, respeccable,
hospicable, able co ceach, noc Given co drunkenness, noc
violenc buc gencle, noc quarrelsome, noc a lover of money.
He musc manage bis own Family well and see chac bis
children obey him wich proper respecc. He musc noc be o
recenc conoerc, or he may become conceiced and foll under
che same judgmenc as che deovil. He musc also haoe a Good
repucacion wich oucsiders, so chac he will noc rall inco
disgrace and inco che devil’s crop. [l Cimochy 3:2-7]



Che managemenct cteam must scroe cthe Qbboc in obedience and
humilicy. Qs o group cthey will be commicced to cach ocher, seeking
to seroe racher chaon cto be seroed. They will be o supporc cto cach
ocher in any dcleqoced responsibilicy cthac chey ore given by che
Qbboc, secking to increase cthe disploy of cthe kingdom of God chrough
cthe ctasks cthoct ore ollocaced co cthem on cthe ceam. The management
team will meec requlorly co discuss cthe running of cthe Boiler Room
and To moake dccisions on direccion, as wecll as sharing what God is
doing in oll arcas of cthe Boiler Room’s accivicy. The managemenc
ceam will also meec requlorly co pray as o group.

Che Qbboc of cthe Boiler Room will be responsible for che link wich
24-7proyer, and will come under cheir auchoricy. The Qbboc will also
be responsible for seccing up o local Sceering Group, separace cto cthe
managemenct cteam, Mmade up Of respeccted senior members of che
Chriscion Communicy, including represencacion from 24-7proyer as
aopproprioce. The Sceering group’s role is to oversee Boiler Room
accivicy in the contexc of the communicy in which it operaces, and cto
ensure unicy wich cthe wider church.

Coach Boiler Room concribuces o ctiche of its income to 24-7prayer.
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Q ploce co proy, relox, rechorge, ond

experience cthe presence of God
< Chance co join in wich cthe occivities of
the team whilst cthey arce chere

In recurn, chere are o number of expeccoacions cthoct should be secc
with would-be pilgrims before chey arrioe:

< CThoc cthey are under cthe auchoricy of Boiler Room scopfp whilsc
on cthe premiscs

<% CThoc cthey should have an accicude of seroing che oision of cthe

Boiler Room, not pushing personal minisctries or objecctioes



<% CThoc chey should noc minister or counsel ochers whilst in che
Boiler Room, or cexcernally to che Boiler Room chrough
conctacts made whilst scaying chere. Qll ministry or counsclling

issues should be roised co cthe Boiler Room stoff cto decal wich
as required

Chese expeccacions are imporcanc to maincain the smooch running of
ony Boiler Room welcoming pilgrims.



Endnoces

' The pollowing links ore usceful for chose exploring cthe ideas wichin che
Boiler Room Rule:

Che Norchumbria www.norchumbriocommunicy.orqg
Communicy

Communicy of Qidan and www.aidan.orq.uk

Hilda

Che Lindisparne Communicy  people.claricyconnecct.com/webpages/icm
Oineyord Communicy Houses www.oineyardusa.org/publicacions/newsleccers/
cuccing_edqe/200I_goll/comunicy_house.hcm

2 For more informacion on 24-7prayer, sce www.24-7proyer.com.

3 Sc. Scephen of Murec, quoced in CH Lawrence, Medicoal Monascicism (37
€3.), Longmon p293

4 €scher de Waal, Q Lipe Giving Way: Q Commencary on the Rule of Sc
Benedicc, Mowbray, Chapcer 5.

5 Che Rule of St Benedicc. Chaprer 48.

¢ Che Rule of Sc Benedicc. 48:8. Sce also Qccs 20:34.

7 www.24-7prayer.com/modules.phplop-modload&name-cescimony&rile-index.

8 www.boiler-
rooms.com/modules.phplop-modload&name-news&rile-necwspop&arcarcp-QLL&id-8I
? Richard Foscer, Screams of Living Wacer, Chapcer 2 - The Concemplacioe
Cradicion, Seeking o Concemporary Poradigm

' Shaping world history chrough proyer and pascing,

" www.checollenglond.com/prayer-fascing.hcml

2 Richard Foscer, Screams of Living Woacer, Chapcter 5 - The Sociol Juscice
Cradicion, Secking o Contemporary Paradigm, quocing Oorochy Doy, The Long
Loncliness, p. 227

13 Inspired by and adapced grom Norchumbria Communicy, Celcic Oaily Prayer,
Finian Reading por Occ 267", quocing Cacherine de¢ Hueck Oohercy, ‘Pouscinia’
4 The Bible, John 5:19

> Richard Foscer, Screams of Lioving (Docer, Chapcer 2 - The Concemplacioe
Crabdicion, Sceeking o Hiscorical Paradigm

e Richard Foscer, Screams of Living Woacer, Chapcter 5 - The Sociol Juscice
Crabdicion, Sceeking o Hiscorical Paradigm

" Bede, The Ccclesiascicol History of cthe €nglish People, Oxgord, Chopcer
28, p227¢

8 www.speak.orqg.uk

" www.amnescy.org
20 Qn incencional communicy is a group of people who have chosen co live
cogecher (in o localicy) wich o common purpose, working cooperacioely to
creace o lipescyle chac reflects cheir shared core volues. Sce
www.ic.orq/pnp/cdir /1995 /Olkozeny.html, and
www.plowcreck.org/brochure.hcm por examples.

2 The Bible, Sphesians 4:1-3



22 Rjchard Foscer, Celebracion of QOiscipline, Hodder & Scoughcon, Chapcer 8§,
Che Qiscipline of Submission, page 155.

23 For furcher reading on Communicy, | highly recommend dean Vanier,
Communicy and Growch, Oarcon, Longman and Todd.

24 John Bunyon, Che Pilgrims Progress, Parc I, Cighch Scage, CThrough cthe
River One by One.
www.whacsaichchescripcure.com/Scories/Bunyan.Pilgrims.Progress.hcml

% C. S. €lioc, grom Four Quarcecs, final seccion

26 CH Lowrence, Medicoal Monascicism (37 €3.), Longman, Chapcer |,
porciculorly pp 7-10.

27 €scher de Waol, Q Life Giving Way: Q Commencary on the Rule of Sc
Benedicc, Mowbray, Chopcer 53, page 153.

28 Cacherine Oohercy, Madonna House Publicacions, Pouscinia - €ncouncering
God in Silence, Solicude and Proyer.

2 Qc che Reading Boiler Room we have used Celcic Oaily Prayer, The
Norchumbrio Communicy, Harper Collins.

Ig you Find chis resource uscful, and wish to use
ic requlorly, please moke o donacion.

Concacc Pece Ward oc:

pece@rcadingproyer.com

Chank UJou
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