The Power and Authority
of God

l't's been my heart for a while now that
power and authority in our ministry time
at for the next 1520 minutes.



God’s Desire to Heal

» “But for you who revere my name, the sun of
righteousness will rise with healing in its
Wings” (Mal 4:2)

» “On each side of the river stood the tree of
life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its
fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree
are for the healing of the nations.” gev22:2

God’ s d e shealirg totHis pelpleiisrihgoughout scripture. The new

testament makes it clear t hat
areonGod’'s heart.
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Question

» What marks of authority characterised Jesus
healing ministry, and how did he have such
authority?




Jesus

» Saw what the Father was doing

» “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing
by himself; he can do only what he sees his
Father doing, because whatever the Father
does the Son also does.” gns19

» He withdrew to pray
» The disciples response to his power and
authority

Even Jesus, fully God and fully maaeded to withdraw to pray. We need to do the
same if we are to follow Him as our model for prayer ministry, and to operate in the
power and authority that He did. Is this the biggest challenge of all to us as a ministry
team right now?

The disciples desirdtie prayer life that Jesus had, because with it came power and
authority. Lord, teach us to pray.



Jesus

» Had faith in the Father and His relationship
with Him

» “I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small
as a mustard seed, you can say to this
mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it
will move. Nothing will be impossible for
you.” (Mat 17:20)

» He was tested by Satan in this area

Jesus was tempteoly Satan to deny His relationship with His Father, and to question
whatHehadsaiddi d t he Father really say..

This happened at the start and end of Jesus earthly ministry. If Satan tempted Christ

in this way, we need to beware of the ev
believe the Word, and t-we ardchildraneoirGod ande | a't
dearly loved by Him. We operate from this place of relationship.



What does this mean for us?

» We need to pray. It’s all about Him

» All power and authority has been given to
Jesus

» We must ask for, and have faith

» Jesus said we would do greater things than he
d|d (Jn 14:12)

With any amount of gi fti ngthishdalingwillst i | | a
either not come, or will become twisted and not glorify the kingdom.

All power and authority has been given to Jesus, and he has clothed us with power
from on high by the Holy Spirit. Have faithHis authority and power in us.



What does this mean for us?

» We need to take him at His word, even when
our experience tells tempts us to think
otherwise

» We need to ask that Jesus would raise the
level of faith

Jesus said we would do even greater things than he did. Our experience often calls

us to question this, but we need to take
believe. We need to hold a tension between this statement and the reality of people

who have been prayed for but not healed in our midst. There may be many reasons

for a lack of healing. But God still heals, and we must be expectant that he will do so

in answer to our prayers.

Remember, there may be:
Immediate healing
Delayed Healing

Partial healing

No healing

We must ask the Father that those coming to us would have faithr-xen Jesus
occasionally could not heal if the people around him were filled with unbelief.



Practical Thoughts

» It’s not about a model

» Have spiritual authority, but don’t give
direction

» Binding and loosing

» Affirm the positive, don’t dwell on the
negative

» Compassion and respect

» Signs accompany the Word k16220

l't’s not about a model . Jesus had many

We need to speak with the authority we have been given, but not to give direetion
you must not do X, you must do Y etc.

Binding and loosing be real. The bible tells us that we should do this, but that
doesn’t mean being insensitive to the pe
and even if God gives you directrevelatmd sin i n someone’s | if
sensitivity. Give the person being ministered to the chance to reveal more to you, so

that you have their permission to get deeper into the issue that the Holy Spirit has
revealed.

Speak positively, rather than focussing on the negative e.g. where you sense
bondage, proclaim freedom.

The Word tells us that signs accompany the proclamation of the kingdbost of

Jesus healing ministry took place outsid
of the Father at work in the world around us, and where He is asking us to bring the

signs of the kingdom to those around-dat work, on the train, in the streets!



